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DANIEL BRENT, 

Chief Clerk of the Department of State, U. S. A., 
and Consul at Paris. 
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THE BRENT FAMILY. 

Compiled by \V. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 

(continued.) 

Issue of George and Mary (Fitzhugh) Brtnt: i. Robert Carroll, 
appointed Lieutenant of Artillery, United States Army, 1853, resigned 
in 1823, died in Stafford in 1837, was the last of the Brents who owned 
the Woodstock estate; 2. Mary, married Tipton B. Harrison of 
Florida; 3. George Finch, Lieutenant, United States Army, married 
Merced Gonzalez of Pensacola, Fla., and died there 1825. 

Issue of Robert and Mary (Young) Brent: 1. Eleanor, married 
Joseph Pearson,* member of Congress from North Carolina, and 
died March 30, 1818, aged 31 ; 2. Robert Young, married first, 1814, 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Carere of Baltimore, who died January 
8, 1864 (and had Robert Carere), married second, in 1824, Harriett 
Cottringer (she died October 9, 1863), by whom he had several chil- 
dren — Harriett Eliza, died in infancy; William; Mary, married Theo- 
dore Mosher; George Edmund; Sarah; Ellen, married Col. Henry 
Good fellow, United States Army, and Caroline. 

Issue of John and Anne (Brent) Brent: 1. Doctor John C. of 
Kentucky and Louisiana, married Maria Grace of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and died September 10, 1848, aged forty-eight, leaving several children ; 
2. Robert of Louisiana; 3. Jane, married George Sweeny of Wash- 
ington. 

Connected with the family of John Brent is an interesting and ro- 
mantic story of a young man known as James Ord, who is said to 
have come from England as a child in the care of a supposed uncle, 
James Ord, with a nurse, Mary Ord, his reputed mother, and through 
the influence of Bishop Carroll, to have been placed with the family 
of his nephew, John Brent, at Norfolk. 

The child, James Ord, is believed by many to have been the son of 
the Prince of Wales, afterwards George the Fourth, by his mOr- 

*Mary, daughter of Joseph and 'Eleanor Pearson, married, in 1835, Joseph C. 
Walsh of the United States Navy, and had a daughter Mary. 

Anna Maria, second daughter of Joseph and Eleanor Pearson married, in 1839, 
John Farley, late of the United States Army, and had a son, Joseph Pearson Far- 
ley, now a Brigadier General, United States Army, and Eleanor, who died un- 
married Joseph Pearson Farley married at Philadelphia, April 6, 1864, Fannie 
Elizabeth Brinley, and had by her a son Godfrey and a daughter Eleanor. 

John Farley died at Narragansett, R. I., J u]y 81, 1874, aged seventy-one years. 
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ganatic wife, Maria Fitzherbert, whose marriage, it is well known, was 
recognized as valid by the Catholic Church. Young Ord afterwards 
entered Georgetown College and began to study for the priesthood, 
but upon the breaking out of the War of 1812, he gave up his idea 
of a religious vocation and entered the Navy as a midshipman. Find- 
ing that this life did not agree with him, he soon left the Navy and 
obtained an appointment in the Army. He married a Miss Cresap, of 
Maryland, and was the father of General Otho Cresap Ord, of the 
United States Army. 

As the marriage of Mrs. Fitzherbert with the Prince of Wales had 
not been publicly acknowledged, and the Prince, according to the Eng- 
lish law, would forfeit his succession to the throne by an alliance 
with a Roman Catholic, it was necessary to conceal the parentage of 
the child, and it was placed in the charge of Mary Ord, said to have 
been formerly a servant of Mrs. Fitzherbert, and who had recently 
lost her husband and an infant about the same age as Mrs. Fitzher- 
bert's. James Ord, the elder, a seafaring man, Mary Ord, and the 
child known as James Ord, went first to Spain and there remained in 
retirement for several years until an opportunity offered of coming 
to America. 

The facts as to the parentage of James Ord, the child, were not 
known to him until late in life and never made public by him. The 
statement is made in a centennial volume published by Georgetown 
College that this James Ord "was the son of the Prince of Wales by 
his lawfully wedded wife, Maria Fitzherbert." 

Archbishop Carroll had been consecrated in the chapel of Lulworth 
Castle, the home of the Welds, the family of Mrs. Fitzherbert' s first 
husband, and he had previously spent some years in England as the 
tutor of young Lord Stourton. 

The late Father Mathews, of St. Patrick's Church, Washington, was 
acquainted with James Ord, Sr., the reputed uncle of young James 
Ord, and heard from him the details mentioned above, of which Father 
Mathews made a sworn statement. 

The account here given, with many other interesting details, is fur- 
nished by a granddaughter of James Ord. 

The story is an interesting one, but the facts are very obscure and 
the evidence indefinite and incomplete. The uncle of Mrs. Fitzherbert, 
Lord Stourton, denied that there was issue by her marriage with the 
Prince of Wales. 

Issue of John and Anne (Brent) Brent. She died in 1809. He in 
1813. 

i. John Carroll Brent m. Maria Grace. 
2. Robert Brent, unmarried. 




Col. WILLIAM BRENT, 

Clerk of the Courts of Washington, D. C. 

(From an engraving by St. Memin.) 
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3. Jane m. George Sweeny — She died without issue, January 19, 1847. 
Her husband died November 14, 1849. 



Issue of Dr. John C. Brent and Maria Grace : 

1. Anna Marria, born May 15, 1833. Entered the Visitation Con- 
vent, St. Louis. 

2. Margaret, born May 18, 1834, married Dr. T. L. Papin of St. 
Louis, had four children and left two. She died December 10, 1862. 
One son survives, Dr. John R. Papin. 

3. Catherine, born July 31, 1835, died August 17, 1845. 

4. Jane, born March 31, 1837. Entered Convent of the Sacred 
Heart, St. Louis. Deceased. 

5. John Grace, born November 25, 1838. 

6. Robert, born September 0, 1840. Married Miss Eliza Cox of 
Virginia. She died one year after marriage, September 6, 1869, leav- 
ing an infant daughter, Jennie. 

7. Pierce Charles, born April 19, 1841, deceased. 

8. Eliza, born March 27, 1844. Married Judge William S. Murphy 
and has one son, Dr. R. Brent Murphy. 

9. Pierce Thomas, born February 6, 1846, died about 1902. Married 
Agnes Kennett. They had no issue. 

(to be continued) 



THE BROOKE FAMILY. 
By Prof. St. George Tucker Brooke, Charlestown, W. Va. 

(continued.) 

Paul Jones and Dr. Brooke and the other "officers of the Poor 
Richard" twice invited the illustrious John Adams to dine at V Epee 
in TOrient, but the same John Adams invited an unknown boy to 
drink tea tete-a-tete. We are not told that Mr. Adams invited any 
other officer of the Poor Richard to drink tea tete-a-tete. The young 
doctor must have had attractive personality. It is certain that Mr. 
Adams never invited Jones to drink tea tete-a-tete. He thought Jones 
was "the most intriging and ambitious officer in the American Navy." 
Midshipman Nathaniel Fanning pays the following compliment to Dr. 
Brooke's efficacy as a surgeon and for conscientiousness in perform- 
ance of duty on the bloody decks of the Bon Homme Richard and 
Sera pis: "More than a hundred and twenty others lay writhing and 
gasping with desperate wounds, which the good old surgeon, Dr. 



